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é ors of the Chesapeake and Unio Lanal Company to
B

S priviledge granted to the for-
= mer, and which, in the progress of thair labour, cs-
= necially during the unhezlthy seasons of the year,
“% may prvv:ﬁ‘"%:-“—"*"l henefit to the company; by en.
‘?3 ‘ abling the contractors to complete their work in the
§§ stipulated perieds. . .

. 1t was the intention of the undersigned o ootaii &

similar indulgence of the Generai Assembly of Vir-

ginia, and accordingly they embraced, in their me-
morial, now depending before that Legislature,a
corresponding request.  In auswer, they are inform-
ed, that for several years past, there has been no re-
straint imposed by the laws of that Commonwealth,
on the importation of slaves from other States, and
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the reason assigned for this seeming relaxation of the

former laws of that State is, that the current of ex-
portation, setting sirongly to the south of Virginia,
as it does of Maryland, the policy of the State bemg
to reduce the number of her coloured population, *

auires the aid of her example in opening her own
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induce its imitation in those States W ho might othel
wise be led to impose restraints upon thelr admission.
3 e H P N e el l\l\l-it_‘l7a- i hav
Yhe ground ol this Policy, Uid undersighes nave
presumed to present te your honorable hody, as af-
fording an answer to any objection which possiily
might arise, to an act explanatory of the priviledge
"- - . . |‘ 'ﬁﬁ' . . ‘f‘_ R ! 3 b4 {‘
extended to the Potomac Company, by the wisdom ¢
vour predecessors
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Digned. C. T. MERCER, Fres.
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